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Northcentral Region Livestock Update 
Providing Livestock Programming Close to Home

 

The Situation 
Along with updated regulations to the Veterinary 
Feed Directive (VFD) regarding the use of medically 
important antibiotics in livestock feed, cattle prices 
have decreased dramatically in the past year 
prompting livestock producers to look for ways to 
adjust their management practices while remaining 
profitable and efficient. Livestock producers in the 
Northcentral ND counties of Pierce, Rolette, and 
Towner also expressed a need for more livestock 
programming closer to home. 
 

Extension Response 
Agents Berg, Miller and Schmidt partnered to 
organize their first annual tri-county Northcentral 
Region Livestock Update program to address how 
changes in the VFD regulations will impact producers 
as well as focusing on other industry issues and 
management practices producers could take back to 
their operations to improve their bottom lines. In 
addition to the annual event, Agent Schmidt utilized 
local newspaper articles and radio reports in 
addition to social media to disseminate key livestock 
industry and best management practice information 
including the VFD to Pierce County livestock 
producers. Agent Schmidt has shared the VFD 
message at other local and area livestock events 
including: 

• Guest speaker at 4 area producer meetings 
• NW District Livestock Quality Assurance 

Youth Training 
Impacts 
108 area producers, veterinarians, other agriculture 
industry professionals, and youth were  
reached. Almost all attendees reported a better 
understanding of the Veterinary Feed Directive and 
Antibiotic Stewardship after attending a program. All  

 
producers indicated already having a working 
relationship with a veterinarian. Only half of the 
producers indicated keeping record of antibiotic use. 
Of the producers that said they did not keep record, 
80% said they intended to start keeping record of all 
antibiotics used in their herds. 60% of attendees 
intend to make changes to their operation 
management with most indicating they plan to 
incorporate more record keeping. 

 
 
Feedback 
“Excellent presentation – Thank you!” 
“Happy to learn Corrid for young calves is exempt” 
“I will focus on developing herd immune system to 
avoid use of antibiotics when possible” 
 

Public Value Statement 
Earning and keeping consumers’ trust is vital to the 
long-term sustainability of livestock agriculture. 
Keeping livestock producers abreast of changing 
industry regulations and best management practices 
improves the economics of their business which in 
turn benefits rural communities and economies. 
 

Primary Contact 
Yolanda Schmidt, Extension Agent | Pierce County 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
240 2nd St. SE, Ste 4, Rugby ND 58368 
701-776-6234 
Yolanda.schmidt@ndsu.edu  
 

Collaborators: Yolanda Schmidt, Lindy Berg, 
Mark Miller, Lisa Pederson, Karl Hoppe  

mailto:Yolanda.schmidt@ndsu.edu

