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Winter Landscape Preparation Preserves Home Investment
The Situation 
Plants and landscaping can easily equal 10 percent or 
more of an average home’s value. With North 
Dakota’s four distinct seasons and often unpredictable 
weather, homeowners should take steps to protect 
their investment in landscape trees, shrubs, and fruit 
bearing plants. Fall & winter garden preparation is 
especially important since harsh winter weather may 
determine whether plants survive from one year to the 
next. Homeowners are often unaware of how to 
prepare their plants for winter survival.  
 
Extension Response 
To provide information and training to homeowners 
and interested gardeners about winter landscape 
protection, Extension agent Steve Sagaser taught 
three sessions during workshops for residents in 
Grand Forks, Towner and Cavalier counties during the 
late summer and early fall. The topics included:  

• Mulching 
• Winter tree protection 
• Fall garden sanitation 
• Late season irrigation 
• Fall lawn care 
• Winter rose protection 
• Dormant pruning 
• Insect pest identification 
• Overwintering pest prevention  

Samples of tree protection materials and chemical 
repellents were demonstrated. Additional topics 
included methods of extending the gardening season 
in the fall and planting spring flowering bulbs. 
 
Impacts 
About 60 attended the three classes with ages 
ranging from approximately 35 – 75. Questions from 
13 returned pre / post surveys indicated:  

• Knowledge of yard and garden care in the fall 
increased 33 percent. 

• Awareness of Spotted Wing Drosophila 
increased 54 percent. 

• Skill levels to practice fall yard and garden 
care increased 40 percent. 

• Ability to identify Spotted Wing Drosophila 
increased 54 percent. 

 
 
 

Feedback 
When asked to name an action you will take because 
of this program, comments from attendees were to: 
“try mulching,” “pruning,” “fall fungicide application,” 
and “apply tree wrap in the fall and take it off in the 
spring.”  
 
When asked to name behaviors they will change 
because of attending the program, attendees 
responded with; “mow grass shorter in the fall,” “get 
rid of slugs,” and “knowing when to put down the 
mulch on trees.” 
  
Comments about the most important thing you 
learned were: “fall pruning trees,” “fall lawn care,” 
“protecting roses with mounds,” and “how to be 
diligent in getting rid of spotted wing drosophila.” 
 
Public Value Statement 
By protecting and enhancing landscape investments, 
homeowners will realize many benefits including 
increased real estate values, savings from reduced 
heating and cooling through healthy trees, and 
improved health by eating fruit from their own shrubs 
and trees.  
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