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Palmer amaranth 

 Amaranthus palmeri - “Palmer 
pigweed” 

 Native to the desert Southwest 

• Thrives in hot climatic conditions 

• Tolerant to drought 

 One of 10 common pigweed 
species in the great plains and 
southeast U.S. 

 Not common in the upper Midwest 

• No reports of Palmer amaranth 
found in MSU’s herbarium 



Which pigweed is it? 

Pigweed identification: A pictorial guide to the 
common pigweeds of the great plains 
Horak et al. KSU, Extension 

Redroot pigweed Smooth pigweed 

Powell amaranth 

Palmer amaranth Waterhemp 
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Petiole length long (>2x) short short 

Powell amaranth 

Palmer amaranth as long or longer than the leaf blade 
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Sepals twice 
the length of 
the seed  

Palmer amaranth produces over 
400,000 seeds per plant 
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Prevention and early detection 
are essential!! 

Sprague, SW MI, 2010 




