Children in Gearing Up for Kindergarten Make Progress in Early Math, Reading Skills
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The Situation
National research studies on children entering kindergarten show that teachers estimate 32% of children have some challenges in the transition and another 16% have significant difficulty in making the transition. Quality educational programs have been shown to assist parents in getting children ready for school, facilitate better transitions between home and school, and increase the developing academic skills of young children. The most important time to prepare children for a successful entry into school is between the ages of 0 and 5 prior to kindergarten. Parents and schools working together can overcome the “readiness gap” that is a struggle for many children entering kindergarten. 

Extension Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]The NDSU Extension Service partners with local school districts to offer Gearing Up for Kindergarten, a family education program focused on furthering child development, healthy parenting, and school readiness for families with children entering kindergarten. During the 2013-14 school year, the program operated at 70 sites statewide (57 school districts) across North Dakota with 1,081students and their families enrolled. The program operates a unique model that engages parents and children together in the year prior to kindergarten, helping children to become familiar with learning activities and the school environment. Support from the North Dakota state legislature and other entities allows families to participate in the program.

Impacts
Based on responses by parents who participated
with their child(ren) in the Gearing Up for
Kindergarten program during the 2013-14 school
year, the following impacts were reported:
 
· School readiness indicators related to literacy and reading showed an average 20 to 30 percent score increase among children. 

· School readiness indicators related to math concepts and knowledge showed an average 15 to 25 percent score increase among children.

· Children who took a direct assessment of their early academic skills showed significant gains in their number counting ability between the beginning and end of the program. 

· Children who took a direct assessment of their early academic skills showed significant gains in their number identification ability between the beginning and end of the program. 

· Children who took a direct assessment of their early academic skills showed significant gains in their letter and sound identification ability between the beginning and end of the program. 

Feedback

· “She has improved with letters and has new LOVE for reading!”  

· “He has enjoyed the program. We focused on math skills and they are improving. This program took away the fear of attending a new school. It’s made him comfortable.”

· “Before the program I couldn’t get my son to read. Now we read all the time. He also has become more independent.”
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