NORTH DAKOTA
STATE UNIVERSITY

NDSU Headtosser
W I N T E R

SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:


Master hippology
with helpful hints
to make practicing fun and
educational



Find hints to
make team
problems a
breeze



Save the date for
some educational
and fun events
hosted at NDSU

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:
Hippology
Basics

2-3

Team Problem
Tips

4

Rodeo Club
Events

4

Judge’s
Certification

4

Horse Judging
Clinic

5

Upcoming
Events

5

Event Flyers

6-10

Calendar

11

E D I T I O N

W I N T E R

2 0 1 0

Plan to Attend: NDSU Horse Fair
The NDSU Horsemen’s Association will once again host a
Horse Fair at the Equine Center
on April 10th and 11th. This
event was cancelled last year due
to the flood and is back in full
force this year. Main clinicians
will include:



Len Danielson – Hunter/
jumper



Karen Lee – Dressage



Bob Janssen – Cutting, reining, working cow horse



Dave Mcnamee – Horsemanship, problem solving

In addition to these great clinicians guest speakers will be discussing an array of topics important to the equine industry, various breeds will be displayed in
breed alley, enjoy the trade
show , and bring the kids to explore kid alley. A flyer for horse
fair including times and admission
costs is including at the end of
this newsletter.

New Contest Offered at State 4-H
Quiz bowl will be offered this
year at the State 4-H Contest
hosted in Fargo April 17-18. For
those who are not familiar with
quiz bowl it is a contest completed as a team of four to five
members. The teams are divided
into junior and senior teams who
will compete against other teams
at the same level.
A designated set of questions for
each round will be asked to the
participating teams. Questions
are based on different aspects of
the equine industry which may
include but are not limited to:

production, management, safety,
nutrition, reproduction, health,
anatomy, and equipment. Two
teams compete against each
other to answer three types of
questions: one-on-one, toss up,
and bonus questions. Points are
gained or lost based on answers
given. Teams will play until all
questions are answered. The
team with the most points will be
named the winner of the round.
This contest is a great opportunity for 4-Hers to apply the
knowledge they have learned
about equine science. A complete breakdown of the state

rules can be found on The Center for 4-H Development webpage at:
http://www.ndsu.edu/4h/
programs_events/
state_4_h_contests/ and then
click on quiz bowl.
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Hippology: The Ins and Outs
When asked what hippology is
answers vary based on age and
experience of the group questioned. The dictionary definition
of hippology is, “the study of
horses.” We usually hear hippology referred to as a contest that
is offered to youth. In this format hippology serves as a way to
test a participants knowledge
and understanding of the horse
in a competitive setting. This
article breaks down the sections
of a hippology contest, gives
references that will be helpful for
studying, and some tips to prepare for a contest.
North Dakota offers many hippology contests which are generally open to 4-H and FFA participants. Each contest has its own
guidelines in terms of how age
groups are divided and the fashion in which the contest is conducted. The phases are generally
the same from contest to contest however some contests may
choose to remove certain sections due to lack of resources.

Bit identification
station

There are generally four phases
to a hippology contest including:
a written test, stations, team
problem, and horse judging.
Each phase will be explained
below and pointers given.
Written Test
The written portion of hippology
challenges participants understanding of all aspects of the
horse. Some topics focused on
are: anatomy, breeds and colors,
diseases and health, training,
genetics, reproduction, nutrition,
history, management, parts, and
equipment. Many other topics
are included or associated with
the topics listed above. Mastering the written test is all about
studying and associating con-
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cepts to help participants gain
a thorough understand of important topics.
Stations
The stations require identification of various equine items.
This may include parts of the
horse, saddles, bridles, bits, or
other training equipment. You
also may have to identify different feed types, unsoundnesses,
reproductive organs, or teeth.
These are a few important
topics to understand but there
are many other topics that can
be included in this portion of
the contest. One good way to
work on tack identification is
to use a magazine that has a
wide range of tack and practice
naming items. Also worksheets
with parts broke out is always
a good way to prepare.
Team Problem
The team problem has many
roles. It is a way for participants to take the knowledge
they have acquired from studying and make it applicable.
Team problems are usually
posed as situations that require teams to combine information about many topics in
the equine industry and associate the topics to come up with
a feasible solution to a problem. The team problem also
serves as a faucet of communication so teams are not only
judged on their knowledge, but
on their communication skills
and presentation of the problem. Keeping this in mind, it is
important that team problems
are presented in an organized,
clear fashion at a volume that
is appropriate for the situation.
It is important that all members participate in the presen-
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tation of the problem and that it
flows in a chronological order.
For some helpful tips on team
problems please see the article
on page four.
Judging
The judging portion of a hippology contest is usually composed
of both conformation and performance classes. Judging is an art
that must be developed through
practice. When beginning practice coaches should present team
members with the ideal horse for
the class being discussed and
explain why the example horse is
ideal, giving students a standard
to compare against. This becomes especially important when
discussing performance classes
because the ideals are extremely
different between disciplines and
classes.
An understanding of conformation evaluation is vital to be successful in judging halter classes.
We usually evaluate conformation classes based on four main
categories: balance, structural
correctness, breed and sex characteristics, and degree of muscling. As coaches is it important
to start conformation evaluations
by examining the big picture
especially if you have a young or
inexperienced team. Each member should be encouraged to get
in a habit of evaluating horses the
same way each time, usually from
head to tail. By doing this important points are not overlooked.
Be sure every member has a
notes sheet set up that will allow
them to quickly and efficiently
take notes on a class. This sheet
should be set up to allow the
horses to be compared at the
completion of the class for placing. When first starting just hav-
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Hippology continued
ing a plus and minus column for each
horse may be the easiest way to pick out
the pros and cons of each animal. Following this start with a discussion of
balance and make sure to have pictures
and examples, both good and bad, that
describe the points you are discussing.
When practicing start with very discernable classes, this allows participants to
gain confidence in their judging skills.
Always discuss the classes and why they
should be placed a certain way and most
importantly make sure every member
understands the class before moving on
to more judging. As you are watching the
classes pause the tape to point out important aspects of each horse and let the
members discuss what they found to be
good and bad points of each animal.
When evaluating performance classes it
is again important to give an ideal example for each class and explain why that
animal is ideal. When we start evaluating
performance classes the job becomes
more difficult because the animals are in
motion and you have to try and watch all
four animals. One common mistake
made is spending too much time taking
notes and participants forget to watch
the class. When practicing try to encourage members to take brief short hand
notes and focus mainly on the class.
When you introduce a new class be sure
the members understand the rules of the
class and what is being judged. For example in a horsemanship class the rider and
horse combination should be evaluated
on pattern precision not quality of movement of the animal, which is what is
evaluated in a western pleasure class.
Understanding the requirements is pivotal to being a successful judger.
Pointers
A fun way to keep members interested is
by making learning stations. It is important to take into consideration the experience level of the team prior to making the stations. If the group is at a beginner level only include basic knowledge
into the stations and as the experience

level increases add more in-depth
knowledge. When you make these
stations you will need worksheets
they can complete as a team or individually as experience increases. A
fun way to engage the members is to
pick a learning topic and use poster
board to let the participants fill in as
much as they can on the poster about
the topic discussed, then let them
rotate to the other team members
boards and add on to what they have
or correct anything they feel is incorrect. This is a great way to encourage
the participants to learn and associate
concepts because you can continue
to add on to the posters each week.
For example say you use a blank picture of a horse, one week you can do
parts, the next body condition scoring, and the next association of anatomy to unsoundnesses. At the end of
the activity pick one poster and discuss it as a group. It is important
leaders are ready to discuss all topics
used for the week and answer questions posed by the participants.
A fun way to work on horse parts is
to use post-its and a live horse and
let the participants write the parts on
the post-its and then stick them to
the appropriate part of the horse.
Most important if you don’t understand a class or judging requirements
for a class get help. Find an expert
who is willing to help your group with
certain areas that may need work.
The Texas A & M website listed is an
excellent reference to use for practicing horse judging. It has archives full
of classes that can be looked at on
the computer or the conformation
classes can be printed off and used
for practice. In addition you can compare either two horses or four
horses based on experience of the
team. For the performance pattern
classes there is an example given to
show the patterns. These classes have
official placings and reasons given at
the conclusion of the class to help

you understand the placings.
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/
academics/equine/online-judging/
index.htm
As we all know many times there is
conflicting information about horse
topics, so it is important when preparing
for a contest to stick to the information
given in the references used for the
contest. A list of important references is
listed below, these are the references
used for our ND state contest.

Hippology
builds

Equus Magazine
The Horse, Evans, Borton, Hintz, and Van
Vleck. Second Edition. W. H.Freeman and
Company, 660 Market Street, San Francisco,
CA 94104.
Feeding and Care of the Horse, Lewis,
Lon, Williams and Wilkins, Second Edition.
351 West Camden Street, Baltimore, MD
21201‐2436.
(800) 638‐0672
AYHC Horse Industry Handbooks, the Ameri‐
can Youth Horse Council
AYHC Youth Leaders Manual, the Ameri‐
can Youth Horse Council
The Coloring Atlas of Horse Anatomy, Kainer
and McCracken, Alpine Blue Ribbon Books,
P.O. Box 7027, Loveland, CO 80537‐0027.
(800) 777‐7257
State Line Tack Catalogs ‐ http://
www.statelinetack.com/

Use the information in this article to
make hippology a fun learning experience.

strong
reasoning
and
problem
solving skills
in
participants
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Helpful Tips for Team Problems
Team problem is sometimes a
very intimidating thing for
teams especially those who
have not been exposed to
presenting in front of an audience. These tips will help you
give a confident team problem
presentation.
1.

Introduce yourselves
including whether you are
a junior or senior team,
what county you are from
and your individual names.

2.

Give a brief summary of
your presentation including a statement of the
problem and the questions to be addressed.

“Answer the
questions in a
logical complete
manner”
3.

Answer the questions in a
logical complete manner.
Points will be deducted
for using notes so work

on thinking through the
problem rather than
memorizing sentences.

8.

4.

There should be no one
chewing gum! It hinders
your ability to speak
clearly and is distracting.

When presenting, team
members should work on
standing still (no fidgeting
with hands or feet).

9.

5.

The team should be
dressed neatly in matching
attire as simple as dark
jeans and tucked in white
button down shirts.

6.

Eye contact with the
judge and good posture
demonstrates confidence
and is taken into consideration in the judging
process.

The use of filler words
such as “like” or “um”
should be avoided. If you
have lost your train of
thought take a deep
breath, think about what
you want to say and then
say it.

7.

Depending on the style of
the team’s presentation,
individuals should stand
with their hands held

behind their backs and in
speaking order.

10. Have a conclusion statement to finish off your
presentation.
11. Finally, thank the judge
and ask if there are any
questions.

NDSU Rodeo Team to Host Events
The NDSU Rodeo Team will
again be hosting a bull riding
and bull fighting clinic at the
NDSU Equine Center on April

2-3. The clinic will be full hands
on instruction by individuals
very successful in the industry.
See the flyer at the back of this

newsletter for more information about the clinic including
times, contacts, and registration information.

4-H Judge’s Certification
Another 4-H Judge’s Certification will be hosted at the
NDSU Equine Center on
March 20th. The morning session is open to anyone who
would like to learn more about
the 4-H classes offered and
what judges are looking for in
the participants. This is a great
opportunity for 4-Hers, parNDSU
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ents, and potential judges to
ask questions about rules, tack,
and judging techniques. Anyone wanting to become a certified judge will also be required to judge live classes in
the afternoon and take a written exam over the 4-H rulebook. Judges must pass the
rulebook test with a score of

80% or higher and pass the
three judging classes with a
score of 75% or higher. Anyone wanting to judge in North
Dakota is strongly encouraged
to attend as counties are encouraged to hire judges off of
the certified list. Please see the
flyer for additional information.

WINTER

EDITION
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Hold the Date: Jon Wolf Judging Clinic

Jon Wolf has been very influential
to the horse judging community.
He served 25 years as the horse
judging team coach for Black Hawk
College in Kewanee, Illinois. During
this time he coached several collegiate teams to AQHA World and

Congress championships. He now travels
around the U.S. helpHorse
ing teams get started
Judging
and sharing his judging
Clinic
philosophies. Jon has
created a series of
horse judging dvds
entitled “Perfect Practice” which
help judgers of all levels to succeed
in judging contests. These dvds
include good practice techniques,
example animals, and good discussion about important judging topics.
Jon will be traveling to Fargo and

giving a judging clinic on October
23-24 at the NDSU Equine Center.
The clinic is open to everyone and
will be a great learning experience
for not only judgers but anyone
interested in understanding more
about horse conformation and
what judges are looking for in both
conformation and performance
classes.
This clinic will include presentations
and practice classes. More information will be coming out in the near
future about registration and schedule details.

Save the dates
for these fun
and

Fuzzy Wuzzy Show Returns
The NDSU Horsemen’s Association will once again be hosting the
Fuzzy Wuzzy Horse Show. The
show will be held on March 6th
beginning at 9 a.m. at the Equine
Center. This show is open to everyone and is a fun event to kick off
the show season. Show clothes are
not required and 4-H rules will be

followed for tack, equipment, and
class rules. Awards will be given to
the high point and reserve high
point rider in each division. Horses
coming into the Equine Center are
required to have a current negative
coggins which must be presented to
show management. Please see the
show bill at the end of the newslet-

educational
equine
activities

ter for age groups and show rules.
Please contact Tara Swanson at
either 701-231-8865 or
tara.swanson@ndsu.edu with questions about the show or to reserve
either overnight or day stalls. The
show bill can be found at the end of
the newsletter.

Wish I Had a Horse Camp
Over the past several years the
NDSU Horsemen’s Association has
been hosting “Wish I Had a Horse
Camps” which are geared toward
youth who don’t have horses but
have a passion for them. These
camps have proven to be a huge
success. During the camp participants rotate through stations learn-

ing about things such as: how to
handle horses safely, riding basics,
about tack, colors, grooming, and
various other horse related topics.
The stations are taught by members of the club.
Another camp will be hosted on
March 27th at the Equine Center in

Fargo. This camp is limited to 20
participants. The flyer for this
event can be found at the end of
this publication. For more information about the clinic or the register please contact Tara Swanson
at either tara.swanson@ndsu.edu
or 701-231-8865.

Learning to properly
groom a horse

Check the NDSU Equine Studies page at:

For more information or to register
contact:

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/ars/equine_studies/

Tara Swanson

for information on upcoming events. If you click
on the calendar you will find events, dates, and

North Dakota State University

contact information for the various equine activi-

Department of Animal Sciences

ties. In addition, click on the links to get rules,

NDSU Dept. 7630

showbills, and time information.

P.O. Box 6050

If you are not already on the NDSU ListServe
and would like to receive this newsletter and in-

Fargo, ND 58108‐6050

formation on upcoming equine events please
send your name and e-mail address to

Phone: 701‐231‐8865

tara.swanson@ndsu.edu.

Fax: 701‐231‐7590

If there is a topic you would like covered or a

E‐mail:tara.swanson@ndsu.edu

certain question you would like to see in future
editions of the HeadTosser please forward those
to me at tara.swanson@ndsu.edu and I will do
my best to answer them.

On the web at:
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/ars/equine_studies/resources/headtosser.htm

Calendar of Events
March



2-7 – ND Winter Show, Valley
City, ND



5 – ND Winter Show Hippology Contest, Valley City, ND,
Contact Dean Aakre,
dean.aakre@ndsu.edu







6 – NDSU Open Fuzzy Wuzzy
Horse Show, Fargo, ND, Contact Jenna Benjaminson 701-3829442
13 – NDSU Rodeo Club Open
Barrel Race, Fargo, ND, Contact
Rachel Stewart 952-261-7190
20 – 4-H Judge’s Certification
Program, Fargo, ND, Contact
Carrie Hammer 701-231-5682



25-28 – AEER Centered Riding
Clinic, Hawley, MN, Contact
Sara Forness 701-282-2335







27 – Wells County Hippology
Contest, Fessenden, ND Contact Leann Schafer 701-947-2568

17-18 – ND 4-H State Hippology/Judging/Quiz Bowl Contest,
Fargo, ND, Contact Carrie
Hammer, 701-231-5682



27 – NDSU Wish I Had a Horse
Camp, Fargo, ND, Contact Tara
Swanson 701-231-8865

23-25– MN Horse Expo, Minnesota State Fairgrounds St Paul,
MN

May



8- 9– WSCA Open Horse
Shows, Red River Valley Fairgrounds, info at
www.redrivervalleyfair.com



22-23 – AEER Dressage/Hunter
Jumper Show



29 – FM Posse Horse Show,
West Fargo, Info at
www.fmmountedposse.com

April





2-3 – NDSU Bull Riding/Fighting
clinic, Fargo, ND Contact Tate
Eck 701-793-3862
10-11– NDSU Horse Fair, Fargo,
ND, Contact Nichole Chapel at
Nichole.Chapel@ndsu.edu

