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JunelsTimeto Shift Into
Neutral Beforethe
Next Crunch Time

By KrisRingwall
Extension Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

BeEerTALK

Thereisalwaysabrief pausefor northern cattle
producersin early summer.

Not many of usdrive straight sticksany more—at
least not the kind of straight stick that really sounded like
astraight stick. | wasacquainted with oneold grain truck
that fit that description very well.

Youtried to pushtheclutchinwhilehanging onto
the steering wheel and bracing against the seat with steel
coil springssticking through gunny sacks. Thenyou
dowly remove one arm from the steering wheel to grab
thegear shift knob and pull it downward, only to arrivein
neutral —that space between apowerful engineand a
set of wheelsgoing nowhere.

Fromthere, | could never get the sequence perfect. |
would commence grinding the gearsuntil thewheels
dowed up enoughto givethetransmissionthe
opportunity to select another gear. Often upon letting up
ontheclutch, I’ d bethrown towardsthewindshield,
realizing the gear I’ d selected was not theintended gear
at al. Meanwhile, theengineand transmission
immediately engaged in the sound of war, abattle
between an engine going one speed and four tiresgoing
another.

Asacattle producer, right now | aminneutral. The
last pleasant memory was agroup of very pregnant
cowswaitingto calf. Sincethen, it'sbeenadaily grind,
lugging through calving, bawling calves, tagging calves,
long nights, vaccinating calvesand cows, synchronizing
cowsand heifers, breeding cows, fertility testing bulls
and trying to keep enough feed into lactating cowsto
keep theminthefence. Life hasbeen busy. Finally, the
day arriveswhen all the cowsand calves clamber into
stock trailersfor thejoyousrideto pasture.

Upon opening thetrailer gate, the old cows step out
asif they had never | eft the pasture and the
dumbfounded calveswitnesslifeat itsbest. At home, the
lotsare empty, thewinter pasturesquiet, the stretching
on fence non-existent, and thetractor isnot evenidling.
Theremainsof calving can still be seeninthedistant

cornersof thebarn: ahalf-used electrolyte bottleon the
shelf, abolusgun not put away, aused tub of vaccination
syringesready for the garbage and astack of
vaccination cartons needing the serial numberswritten
down. Eventhedog knowsitistimetorelax..

TheForth of July and other family gatheringswill be
here beforewe know it, but clean-up for today can wait.
Thedog can keep lazing for afew moredayswhile
summer rainsencourage grassgrowth. A quick glance at
the sagging hay pilesmakesaquick registry of hay
needs. But for now, | will stay in neutral, the cowsare
out of sight and out of ear shot.

Perhapsthese are the momentsthat keep peoplein
the cow business. Thetough timesarereally tough, but
those neutral periodsreward the senseswith al those
intangiblefedlingsthat makelifewhat itis. Andfor all
thosewho have never driven ared straight stick, you
will need to defineyour own neutral .

| guesseven in the cow business, generation X and
generationY exist, aswill generation Z. Some of us
ponder the need for asale barn, or why we need to
brand acalf. Somewould suggest clonesand no bulls.
But thewise cattle producers of every generation take
hold of these neutral times, think morethan onceon
which path to take, seek good advice and then pull hard
on the gear shift. Once engaged, the engine
communicatesdecisively to thewheel sand the rubber
hitstheroad again.

| can aready hear the gears meshing: hay production
and pre-weaning vaccinationsarejust ahead. The
phone'sringing. There'sacalf out, got to run.

May youfind all your ear tags.
Your commentsare
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Enjoy the Neutral Time




