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Research Summary 
 
Wheat and oat cultivars were compared for growth traits on certified organic farms in Minnesota and North 
Dakota over a two-year period. Growth varied across years and locations, but high-ranking cultivars for grain 
yield and quality tended to be top-performers consistently at most locations in both years.  Grain yield and quality 
generally were inferior for old cultivars compared with modern cultivars. Scoring tools were developed by 
organic farmers and cooperating researchers that can be used to identify cultivars adapted to organic 
environments. A working group has formed that is dedicated to crop cultivar development and selection in organic 
systems in the north central region.  
 

A full copy of the report is available on the national SARE-funded research database accessible at www.sare.org.     

 




