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though we live under conditions of limited rainfall farmsteads need not be baren and windswept in 
western North Dakota. 
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PREFACE 

 

The cooperation the writer has received from Thomas J. Conlon, Assistant Agronomist and Larkin H. 
Langford, Assistant Animal Husbandman, has been excellent.  We are fortunate in having two men with 
their training and ability at the Dickinson Experiment Station.  Some of the jobs done and plans made 
since October 1, 1950 may be of interest to those going over this report.  Every effort is being made to 
coordinate all projects and activities as being conducted on the Dickinson Experiment Station.  In our 
publicity and thinking we are eliminating the terms animal unit and main station, referring to them as the 
livestock and agronomy farms, of the Dickinson Experiment Station. 

All livestock and poultry has been moved to the livestock farm.  The barn on the agronomy farm has been 
converted into a machine shed and the chicken house into a storage and supply house.  The machine shed 
was raised and set on two rows of cement blocks-this levels up the building and puts it on a foundation.  
The dirt which had banked in on the north of the seed house has moved out which we think will eliminate 
the need for raising the building or putting in a new floor. 

Since no more livestock will be kept at the agronomy farm all cross fences were removed.  All tillable 
farmland except that used in experimental plots is being contoured next spring.  This includes that which 
was previously used as pasture.  The plans are being drawn up by the Soil Conservation Service at this 
time, so they will be ready before field operations begin in the spring.  Buffer strip will run the full length 
of the cropped areas and will be crested wheatgrass for seed and hay. 

Plans have been drawn for one new apple orchard and replacements for those already established.  The 
evergreen windbreak on the north of the farmstead is being extended from a point about even with the 
mess house through to the west end of the farmstead planting and will be made of Cedar and Colorado 
blue spruce.  We will need to eliminate four rows of Ash in doing this. The Russian olive hedge south of 
the main house is being removed to show up the evergreen planting to better advantage. 

A new furnace was installed in the mess house. 

At the livestock farm four lots of breeding cows and two lots of calves were put on wintering ration 
beginning November 1.  The two large feed yards were divided into four lots for the cows and the yard 
for the calves was divided into two lots.  Water from the pressure line was brought into the barn for 
winter watering of the stock.  The farmstead of the livestock farm is going to be landscaped, with a plan 
being set up so that every yard we build, or any construction work will be one step in completing the 
master plan for the livestock farm. 

Beginning December 1, 1950, we are going to make a news release each week from the Dickinson 
Experiment Station.  These probably will be released to all County Extension Agents in the West river 
area.  On December 11, 1950, we are having a livestock meeting of about 10 ranchers and the County 
Extension Agent from all counties west of the river and Emmons, Burleigh, Kidder, McLean, McHenry 
and Williams Counties.  Up to the present time the following contacts have been made: 

 October 18-Farm Bureau Meeting at Halliday, besides several ranchers and the County Extension 
Agent in Dunn County. 

 October 19-20-County Extension Agent and several stockmen in Stark County. 

 October 24-25-Miles City Range Station. 



 October 27-Farmer in Stark County relative to Horticulture. 

 November 2-County Extension Agent and several stockmen in Golden Valley County. 

 November 4-Adams County Livestock Show, Sale and Livestock Association Banquet. 

 November 7-Billings County rancher and County Extension Agent in Slope County. 

 November 10-Grant County Livestock Association Show and Sale. 

 November 14-15-McKenzie and Williams County Extension Agents and several ranchers in those 
counties. 

 November 16-Hettinger County Extension Agent. 

 November 17- N. Dak. Stockman’s meeting at Bowman and the Bowman County Extension 
Agent. 
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