Dickey County Communication Arts Fact Sheet

The objective…
· To help participants develop communication skills that will be useful throughout a lifetime.
· To provide participants with an opportunity to practice their skills before a group.
· To provide participants with an opportunity to gather and organize information, equipment and props for a public presentation.
· To develop participant’s confidence in making public presentations.

· Grade as of divisions:	Cloverbud: Grade as of K-2 as of September 1, 2020
				Junior: Grade as of 3-6 as of September 1, 2020
				Senior: Grade as of 7 through final year in 4-H as of September 1, 2020
· A description of each of the categories follows: Please note that several of the categories allow individual or team presentations.  Also, recitation is open to Cloverbuds only!
· The official 4-H dress code is: All members participating in this event will be neatly dressed and must wear a solid colored white, yellow, gray or green shirt/blouse with the 4-H emblem prominently displayed and securely fastened on the front.  It is recommended that participants wear dark jeans/slacks/skirts.  Exceptions to this rule are those youth participating in the Dramatic Presentation or Commercial categories where consumes are allowed; if not in costume, dress code must be observed.


DEMONSTRATIONS – FOOD OR GENERAL:
	Demonstrations are presentations that reflect skills and procedures on all topics.  They show “how to do something,” “how to make something” or “how something works” and may display a finished product.  This can include food demonstrations and/or general demonstrations.  An individual or team of two individuals may do a demonstration.  Each team member must have a speaking role and be in the same grade division
	Presentations for juniors must be between 2-12 minutes long and for seniors 4-12 minutes long; teams allowed.
	Note: There will be no live animals allowed.  If a demonstration includes guns, check with Extension staff to determine restrictions or other limitations.

ILLUSTRATED TALK
	Illustrated talks are speeches using visual aids.  They are presentations in which charts, posters, figures or real objects are used to explain an idea or procedure.  The presenter explains “how something works” or “how to do something,” but does not actually show the working object or demonstrate the process.  An individual or team to two individuals may do an illustrated talk.  Each participant must have a speaking role and both must be in the same grade division.  Presentations for juniors must be 2-12 minutes long and for seniors 4-12 minutes long; teams allowed.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
	Public speaking is the presentation of speeches that are composed by the presenter.  No more than 10% of a speech may be quotations.  Notes may be used for reference, but reading the notes is discouraged.  Singing, tapes, visuals or costumes are not permitted.  Presentations by juniors last 3-8 minutes and seniors 5-8 minutes.


INTERPRETIVE READING – HUMOUROUS OR SERIOUS
	Interpretive readings are oral presentations of works taken from any published source, including poetry, fiction, children’s literature, news articles, speeches, letters and journals.  Interpretive readings are readings, not memorized speeches.  The presenter should be familiar with the piece but present it as being read.  The purpose of the interpretive reading is to communicate the author’s thoughts expressively.  The presenter begins with a brief introduction that gives the source and the author.  The introduction may also explain the reasons for the selection.  The reading is presented with a script in hand.  This requires keeping some eye contact with the audience and evoking a mood and vocal expression.  A summary or conclusion is not necessary.
	Visual aids, tapes or costumes are not permitted.  Junior presentations last 3-8 minutes and senior 5-8 minutes; teams allowed.


DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
	Oral dramatic presentations are based on an original or published piece performed in a creative, inspiring or thought-provoking manner.  Presenters may write their own material or used published material that is designed for dramatic presentation by one person.  The presenter combines words and actions to put across the material to either entertain or educate the audience – or both.  The presentation begins with a brief introduction, which includes the source and author of the material, and perhaps an explanation of why it was selected.  A costume, makeup or props are required.  A summery or conclusion is not necessary.  This category is not a reading, but notes are allowed.  Junior presentations last 3-8 minutes and seniors 5-8 minutes; teams allowed.


COMMERCIAL
	Commercials are presentations to convince an audience to buy an idea or product.  Participants can use posters, flip charts, diagrams or objectives as long as brand names are concealed.  Commercials need to include an introduction, a boy and a closing statement.  An individual or team may do a commercial.  Each participant must have a speaking role and both must be in the same grade division.  Commercials last 1-3 minutes; teams allowed.
	Costumes, makeup and/or props are allowed.


SHORT TAKE
	Short takes are presentations given from a topic drawn by the participants when they enter the room without advanced preparation.  After participants receive their topic, they are given a note card and have 10 minutes to prepare.  Topics are on 4-H themes.  Seniors and juniors have different topics.  Presentations need to be organized to include an introduction, body and a summary.  A maximum of 5 minutes of speaking time is allowed.  A monitor will hold up a warning card at 4½ minutes.  The junior division has a 1-5 minutes and the senior a 2-5 minutes.


BROADCASTING
	Presenters prepare a radio or television broadcast that may be read from a script.  The broadcast may be a newscast with four to five items for about 300-40 seconds each or a more in-depth story addressing a topic.  Each participant introduces himself/herself in the following manner: “This is __________ reporting.”  An individual or team of two individuals may do a broadcast.  Team participants each must have a speaking role and both must be in the same grade division.  In-depth stories last a maximum of 8 minutes; teams allowed.



PRESENTATION SOFTWARE
	4-H’ers will create and deliver a presentation utilizing presentation software (e.g. MS PowerPoint, Corel Presentation, etc.).  At least 90% of the presentation must be created during the current 4-H year.
	4-H’ers are responsible for securing any equipment necessary for judging.  Extension staff may be able to assist in this process, but the exhibitor is responsible for contacting Extension staff well before the scheduled judging.  The ideal situation is to deliver the presentation with a computer and LCD projector, but the use of transparencies and an overhead also is possible if an LCD project and computer are not available.  Information sources used (e.g. books, Internet, 4-H or Extension publications, people with special knowledge, magazines or other publications) should be credited and documented in the presentation.
	Participants will be judged on both the presentation and the workmanship and techniques of project graphic design.  An individual or team of two individuals may participate in Presentation Software.  Each participant must have a speaking role during the presentation and both must be in the same Grade as of  division.  Presentations will be between 2-12 minutes for juniors and 4-12 minutes for seniors; teams allowed.


VIDEO PRODUCTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Youth shoot footage, edit and produce a 3-5 minute video, present their final product to the judges and participate in an oral presentation about video production, including when, how and why their video was created.  The finished product can be with DVD.  Individuals or teams of two individuals may participate.  Individuals or teams of two develop video during their choice of music video production techniques, including, but not limited to, video footage, still photography, computer animation or a combination of techniques.  Presentations will be between 1-12 minutes for juniors and 4-12 minutes for seniors; teams allowed.


WEB SITE DESIGN
	Contestants create a web site on a topic of their choice.  They are judged on content, appearance, design, technical performance and the presentation of their web site.  Participants will give an oral presentation about what they learned and why they decided to create the web site on the chosen topic and show their web site.  An individual or team of two individuals may participate in the web site design category.  Each participant must have a speaking role during their presentation and both must be in the same grade division.  Presentations will be between 2-12 minutes for juniors and 4-12 minutes for seniors; teams allowed.


4-H PROMOTION
	Contestants identify a non 4-H audience and demonstrate a promotional method that communicates the ideas or ideals of the 4-H program.  Methods might include radio, television, demonstrations, newspapers, posters, projected images, drama, photographs, slide/tape presentations, videos, puppets, public service announcements, speeches, skits, Power-Points, web sites, etc.  Participants can be individuals or teams of two individuals from the same grade division.  Participants will give a presentation that will explain whey they chose the delivery method and the topic and how they have used or are planning to use the promotional materials.  Presentations will be between 2-12 minutes for juniors and 4-12 minutes for seniors; teams allowed.


CLOVERBUD RECITATION
	This is a “recitation only” category for Cloverbuds.  This category is noncompetitive and provides equal recognition for all participants.  This optional category provides young participants an opportunity to make presentations without the task of finding or writing material and without the stress of competition.  Recitations of the 4-H Pledge, Pledge of Allegiance or other simple verse is appropriate.


Individuals with disabilities are invited to request reasonable accommodations to participate in NDSU-sponsored programs and events.  To request accommodation(s), please contact Dickey County Extension at 701-349-3249, ext. 2 at least 1 week prior to event to make arrangements.
Dickey County Communication Arts Contest 
Complete and return to:  Dickey County 4-H, PO Box 40, Ellendale, ND 58436-0040

	Food Demonstration
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	General Demonstration
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Illustrated Talk
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Public Speaking
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Interpretive Reading
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Dramatic Presentation
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Short Take
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Broadcast
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Commercial
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Presentation Software
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Video Presentation
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Web Site Design
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	4-H Promotion
     _____Individual
     _____Team
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________

	Recitation
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________
	Name____________________
Grade as of  (9/1/20)_____
Title_____________________




Name________________________________
Address______________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________
Phone_______________________________
