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Modern technology and the age of the Internet have 
provided a host of new, exciting options for capturing 
memories in your life and sharing them with family 
members or passing them to others. While a variety 
of options abound, the most important thing is 
simply to experiment and start somewhere – make a 
beginning.

This handout briefly suggests four “starting activities” 
that might help you begin the adventure of using 
technology to capture and share your personal or 
family memories. You can do this for yourself or work 
with another family member who has a history to be 
told and a story to share. 

1. Create a Digital Family Album 
A variety of options exist for organizing photos and 
creating a “digital family album.” Websites such 
as Shutterfly.com and Flickr.com make this easy 
and fun. Digital cameras, smartphones and other 
technologies let you take pictures easily and then 
upload the photos to your computer. Perhaps you 
want to create a digital memory book of your recent 
vacation or a memorable school year, or you can 
help a family member to “tell the story” of his or her 
wedding and marriage. Often, you then can print a 
hard copy of your album or book. Select a topic or 
story, gather the photos needed and create your own 
digital family album!

Helpful Resources:
• www.blurb.com/

• https://www.flickr.com/

• http://heymosaic.com/

• www.photovation.com/

• www.shutterfly.com/

2. Do a PowerPoint Presentation 
on Family Memories  
How many times have you had to do a PowerPoint 
presentation for work or a school project? Instead, 
how about doing something just for fun? PowerPoint 
is presentation software that allows you to 
combine text, photos, graphics, audio and video 
for a presentation. A fun use is to select a personal 
memory or family history tale that you would like to 
share, and then gather the materials needed and 
turn it into a fun, engaging presentation to share with 
others. 
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3. Capture a Family Story Orally 
Using Audio Technology   
You are able to capture and share family stories 
easily using audio recording technologies. Many 
computers, hand-held devices and smartphones 
contain audio recording apps or features that you 
can use to sit with a family member and capture a 
history or story. Also, digital recorders offer another 
inexpensive option for recording someone’s story. 
Check out the options available for you, and then 
conduct an oral interview with a family member using 
the following questions and then share the recording 
with other family members.

Family Interview Questions:

• Name: __________________________________

• Place: __________________________________

• Date: ___________________________________

• Tell me about when and where you were born.

• What do you remember about the first house you 
lived in and how long did you live there?

• Tell me a story about your favorite memory. 

• Did you have a favorite toy? What was it? Tell me 
about it. 

• Tell me about your family and what growing up  
was like. 

• Do you have a story you would like to tell from  
your childhood? 

• What did you like best about school? 

• What kind of games did you play? 

• Tell me about a day in your life when you were  
my age. 

• What was your favorite holiday? Why? 

• What was the first paying job you had? 

• What is the most important thing that has 
happened to you? 

• What part of your childhood do you think most 
about now? 

• Tell me about your parents and grandparents.

4. Make a Video Recording  
of a Family Story    
Do you remember any favorite stories that a parent 
or grandparent shared with you? Or would you like 
to record such a story of your own? Capturing family 
memories and stories using video preserves the 
voice, image and personality of an individual. Again, 
many cameras and phones make recording video 
and creating files that can be passed on easy to do. 
For this project, carry out the following:

• Pick a family member to interview.

• Select a story or memory that you want to 
capture.

• Decide on a time and place for the video 
storytelling to occur. 

• Prepare your video capture technology – a video 
camera or similar technology – and test it before 
you begin. 

• Conduct a short interview with the selected 
family member on the story or memory you want 
to capture and record it on video. Share it with 
other family members. 


