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Talking to Children About Money
Age-appropriate Books for Children and Teens
Many books about money issues are available for children and teenagers. 
The books are listed according to age category and in alphabetical order.

Resources

Ages 4 to 8
A Quarter from the Tooth Fairy by Caren Holtzman. 
Scholastic, 1995. A boy tries to fi gure out how to spend the 
money he got from the tooth fairy. This book has notes in 
front for adults and activities for kids.

Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday 
by Judith Viorst. Atheneum, 1987. Last Sunday, 
Alexander’s grandparents gave him a dollar - and he was 
rich. He had so many things that he could do with all of that 
money! But somehow the money began to disappear. 

Bunny Money by Rosemary Wells. Puffi n, 2000. Max 
and his sister, Ruby, are shopping for Grandma’s birthday 
present. Their money slowly gets used as Max gets thirsty, 
hungry and messy, but in the end, they have enough for 
them each to buy a perfect gift.

Erandi’s Braids by Antonio Hernández Madrigal. Putnam 
Juvenile, 2001. Erandi’s mother needs a new fi shing net, 
and Erandi also wants to buy her mother a birthday gift but 
is unable to due to their limited income. Erandi recognizes 
that her braids are valuable and makes a decision.

If You Made a Million by David M. Schwartz. 
HarperCollins, 1994. Marvelosissimo the Magician and 
his team of cheerful kids wield dusters, brooms, plungers, 
shovels and cement as they take on feeding fi sh, building 
bridges and other jobs for money. For each job, they’ll be 
paid an appropriate amount of money. But soon the 
questions arise: What does that much money look like, 
and how can it be spent, saved or used to pay off a loan?

Lemonade for Sale by Stuart J. Murphy. HarperCollins, 
1997. Kids sell lemonade to make money and fi x their 
clubhouse.

Money Troubles by Bill Cosby. Cartwheel Books 
(Scholastic), 1998. Little Bill wants to become famous by 
discovering a new comet, but fi rst he needs a telescope. 
The telescope he wants costs $100 and he only has 
$47.87 in his football bank. Little Bill fi nds ways to earn 
money through jobs.

My Rows and Piles of Coins by Tololwa M. Mollel. Clarion 
Books, 1999. Saruni saves money he receives from helping 
his mother work in the marketplace. His goal is to save 
enough money to buy a bicycle so he can better help his 
mother carry food to the marketplace. He works and saves 
his money for a long time.

Pedrito’s Day by Luis Garay. Orchard Books, 1997. Pedrito 
works to make money to buy a bicycle to help his mother at 
the marketplace. He helps his aunt with work but makes a 
mistake and loses her money. He then fi nds a way to fi x his 
mistake.

Pigs Will Be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money by Amy 
Axelrod. Aladdin, 1997. The Pigs turn their house upside 
down looking for spare change so they can go out to 
dinner. Kids can count along as they dig out cash from the 
sock drawer, pennies from under the bed, quarters from 
the closet and a $5 bill from the washing machine. 

The Berenstain Bears’ Trouble with Money by Stan 
Berenstain and Jan Berenstain. Random House, 1983. To 
earn coins for a video game, Brother and Sister Bear fi nd 
ways to work for money, fi nding the middle ground between 
being spendthrifts and little misers.

The Penny Pot by Stuart J. Murphy. HarperCollins, 
1998. Jessie goes to the school fair and can have her face 
painted for 50 cents but must count coins saved in the 
“penny pot” until her turn comes.
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Ages 9 to 12
A Smart Girl’s Guide to Money: How to Make It, Save It, 
and Spend It by Nancy Holyoke. American Girl Publishing, 
2006. This offering in American Girl’s A Smart Girl’s Guide 
series offers advice on earning, saving and spending 
money. Holyoke addresses topics such as feelings about 
money, smart shopping and investing. 

Kid Power by Susan B. Pfeffer. Scholastic, 1995. 
Eleven-year-old Janie advertises to do odd jobs in her 
neighborhood and receives so much business, she 
hires her friends and becomes manager of the Kid 
Power Agency.

Lunch Money by Andrew Clements. Atheneum, 2007. 
Sixth- grader Greg Kenton has a talent for making money 
and plans a new effort selling miniature comic books. He 
faces a competitor, Maura, battles school offi cials and 
learns about teamwork and true wealth. 

Not for a Billion Gazillion Dollars by Paula Danziger. 
Putnam Juvenile, 1998. Matthew just can’t understand why 
his parents won’t buy him the computer program he wants, 
so he embarks upon a frenzy of fund raising. However, for 
an 11-year-old, earning money is not easy.

The Everything Kids’ Money Book by Brette Sember. 
Adams Media, 2008. From saving for a new bike to 
investing their allowance online, kids get the “cents” 
they need with this book. 

The Kid’s Guide to Money by Steve Otfi noski. 
Scholastic, 1996. This book explains how children can 
earn, save and get the most value for their money. 
Information about sharing money and time through 
volunteer work is included.

The New Totally Awesome Money Book for Kids by 
Arthur Bochner and Rose Bochner. Newmarket Press, 
2007. A guide to the basics of saving, investing, working 
and taxes, all offered in a smart, entertaining style for kids 
age 8 to14. 

The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill. Sandpiper, 
2006. A classic and popular tale that follows Rufus 
Mayfl ower and his adventures in selling toothpaste, with 
lessons on marketing, entrepreneurship, managing money 
and friendship.

Ages 13 and Up
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William 
Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer. William Morrow, 2009. 
Discarded motor parts, PVC pipe and an old bicycle wheel 
may be junk to most people, but in the inspired hands of 
William Kamkwamba, they are instruments of opportunity. 
Growing up amid famine and poverty in rural Malawi, wind 
was one of the few abundant resources available, and the 
inventive 14-year-old saw its energy as a way to power 
his dreams.

The Motley Fool Investment Guide for Teens by David 
Gardner, Tom Gardner and Selena Maranjian. Fireside, 
2002. The editors of the Motley Fool website offer money 
advice to teens on everything from fi nding a job and 
investing in the stock market to avoiding fi nancial pitfalls. 

The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Money for Teens 
by Susan Shelley. Alpha, 2001. Teens are targeted as 
consumers more and more. This book teaches them how 
to get money, save and invest it, budget it, spend it wisely 
and keep track of it. This guide has solid information and 
teen-tested tips.

The Teen’s Guide to Personal Finance by Joshua 
Holmberg. iUniverse, 2008. From opening a bank 
account to investing in mutual funds, this book 
provides a sound foundation of fi nancial knowledge upon 
which young adults can build realistic strategies to achieve 
fi nancial independence.

The Year Money Grew on Trees by Aaron Hawkins. 
Houghton Miffl in, 2010. Fourteen-year-old Jackson Jones 
and his posse of cousins discover the lost art of winging 
it when they take over an orchard of 300 wild apple trees. 
They know nothing about pruning or irrigation or pest 
control, but fi gure it out they must if they are to avoid losing 
$8,000 (because of an unfair contract). 

Ultimate Kids’ Money Book by Neale S. Godfrey. Simon & 
Schuster, 1998. A cheerful approach to all things fi nancial 
plus playful photo collages and colorful drawings make up 
this fact-fi lled compendium of everything teens could 
possibly need to know about money and more. 


