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What we will cover

Very basic needs of wetland wildlife
Focus on dabbling ducks as an example

Relate these needs to cattail management
Provide a few management examples 



Wetland Wildlife Needs

Life Cycle Event

ÅReproduction

ÅMolt

ÅMigration

ÅWintering

Behavior/Activity

ÅRoosting or Rest

ÅSocial  Interaction

ÅForaging

ÅChanging Location

@MarchelDelta Waterfowl @ Furtman



Energy Cost X Basic Metabolic Rate
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Recovery after 8 hr flight
Good Habitat
No Disturbance

3 Days

With Disturbance

5 Days

480 kcal/day

Poor Habitat
No Disturbance

5 Days

With Disturbance

8 Days

390kcal/day

Gary Moss 
Pelican Lake 1970s



It is all about food
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Access to Food Resources



Fall Migration 
Upper Mississippi Region
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Duck Food Calendar
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Wetland Use Calendar
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Wetland Complex



Natural Wetland  Examples
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Cattail Problem? 

Loss of Shallow Water

Loss of Diversity


