Abigail Deile Wishek FFA ND0062

Dear Editor of the Wishek Star, "r?-\’\t?

Recently, there has been news of the extinction and endangerment of bees in the country. It
should also be noted that this news greatly impacts our statéq.%North Dakota is ranked mgene in
honey production. There are about 500,000 bee cplonies in the state, and we have 250 species of native
bees, including the Bumble Bee, [eafcutter Bee, Mason Bee, Sweat Bee, and the £ellophane pe. You
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might have heard that the}(usty}’atcl}‘jz'ee was endangered. Recently, because of not siting one for a
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few decades, it was announced that the,ﬂusty/l?"atcf)‘ Pee is extinct.

Every winterbém’\en 2007,;:1 2018, #here-is an average of about 30% of colonies #aat die,
and it is not because of weather. There is no single reason as to why all these bee colonies are dying off.
North Dakota became big in honey production because we have a lot of open prairie. However, that was
in the past. In the last couple of years, we have gone through an oil boom, which brought many more
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peoplegand more development of land along with it. Because of the loss of prairie, there are less wilt{ )
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flowers for the bees to pollinate. Also, the spraying of herbicides and pesticides-ate slowly killing the

bees. Even though this might not kill them instantly, over time they are still being exposed to more and

more chemicals.
AN
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C»oo" 5\{, g Not only has this been making an impact on our country and state, but it has also directly

affected our small town of Wishek. It is no secret that our local Danzig Honey Company is a large
business. They travel to their own locations in California and Texas for the wintersand keep their hives in
local farmers’ fields during the summer. So, if they have such a large business, what is the problem?
Well, because of the bee crisis, their business is not able to ship off as many products as they have
before. Losing beeymeans potentially losing the Danzig Honey Company. If our community would lose
that company, we would also lose many families that make their income from that company, as well as

products in our local grocery store.
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As you may know, my family owns Stan’s SuperMarket in Wishek. Even though Wishek Sausage
is our best seller, we also sell hone);yand creamed honey from the Danzig Honey Company. However,
despite the fact that it sells very well, without bee/sywe would be losing a great product, along with
many more products that you might not expect. Our fruifand vegetables are shipped in from all over
the country, as well as from some local sourcesgand Qecause this is a national crisis, this will greatly
affect our community’s store. As you may know, bees do not only pollinate flowers. They play a crucial
role in the growth of the fruits and vegetables that we consume every day. In fact, bees pollinate 75% of
all nuts, fruits and vegetables. Seeing the decline of the produce department/a«would not only be heart—
breaking to my family, but also to the Wishek communityaand many other surrounding areas of loyal

customers,

Hearing this news is hearty wrenchlng, but you can start helping today. Anyone is eligible to ha¥g’
(\\Y\K
a ¢ertified,l’ollinatorﬂarden by simply filling out an application on the Master Gardener Websute. Any

community member can also plant a pollinator. Bringing back some native wildflowers would greatly

help, because our native bees are used to these plants and they attract them. Reducing the amount of
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applications of pesticides and herbicides will also help greatly. | Qou have to spray your gardens, itisa

good idea to spray in the evening, €at-night-as-well, because bees are most active during the mornm
——Spell ouT on Tirst rdtene

and afternoon. For-amy helpgor more information, you can visit thExtensnon Publications
s +thd &

website to find more tips on different plants that will attract bees. You can also visit ‘Pollination i in —— _sbsitc
‘Bemk?

Vegetable Gardens and Backyard Fruits to read more about the benefits of bees and your produce. ~
Puloiicahont:
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Without doing this, there is not much of a future for local business owners,.or your family. If you
want your kids to be able to grow up in a country with healthy, nutritious produce, start making changes

now. Consider giving your time to save the beeS/and your future.
Sincerely,

Abigail Deile,)ﬁcal B/usiness/éwner’s daughtergand loyal community member



