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Description 
A dense tall shrub with stout ascending branches. This species 
blooms later than the common lilac. Lavender-pinkish flowers fade 
to gray-white. Does not sucker. Native to China.  

Preferences 
Light: Full sun for best flowering. 

Water: Medium water use. 

Soil: Prefers loose, well drained soils; somewhat pH adaptable and 
tolerates high pH. 

Comments 
Unlike the common lilac, the late lilac blooms on this year’s growth, 
typically in late May to early June.  

A nice lilac for a shrub border with a bushy, dense rounded habit 
and stiff stout branches. Useful in shelterbelts and other 
conservation plantings. 

Benefits from rejuvenation pruning as the plant ages to clear out 
old wood and bring new growth.  
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North Dakota Tree Selector 
Late Lilac Scientific Name: Syringa 

villosa 

Family: Oleaceae (Olive) 

Hardiness: Zone 2 

Leaves: Deciduous 

Plant Type: Shrub 

Growth 
Rate: Medium 

Mature Height: >7’ 

Longevity: Medium 

Power Line: Yes 

Ornamental 
Flowers: Purple to pink to 
white 

Fruit: Brown capsules 

Fall Color: n/a 

www.ag.ndsu.edu/tree-selector 

Credits: North Dakota Tree Selector Website, Manual of Woody Landscape Plants 6th 
edition. 


